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Historic Preservation Commission 
February 15, 2016 

Building Department Conference Room 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Stephen Shafer, Michael Sullivan Smith, Susan Puretz  
Liaison: Bill Schirmer, Town Board Member 
Excused:  Barry Benepe, Stefan Yarabek, Audrey Klinkenberg (Town Historian) 
Guest: Neil Larson 
Secretary: Amy McClure 
 
The meeting was called to order by Stephen Shafer at 5:10 in the absence of Barry Benepe, 
chair. 
 
Stephen thanked Susan Puretz for her heroic work in creating the two grant applications that will 
be discussed later in the meeting and thanked Michael Sullivan Smith for his excellent work on 
preparing the Annual Report.  
 
1. The minutes of January 18, 2016 meeting were corrected.  Susan moved that the minutes be 
accepted as corrected. Stephen, aye; Susan, aye; Michael, aye.   Unanimous. 
The January minutes were amended to change item numbers. 
         
 Old Business:   
 
1. The cost of the renewal domain name is $21.34 for a two year subscription. Michael moved to 
approve this amount, seconded by Susan.   Stephen, aye; Susan, aye; Michael, aye.   
Unanimous. 
 
2. Barry testified on January 19, 2016 at the Town of Saugerties Planning Board public hearing 
on the Wynkoop House.  Copies of the letter he sent were distributed by Stephen and are filed 
with these minutes. 
  
New Business:   

1. There will be a conference on April 30, 2016 at the Catskill Interpretive Center.  After some 
discussion, it was recommended that the Historic Preservation Commission pay the $20.00 per 
person fee for members of the Commission who wish to attend. It was noted that in the 
Commission’s 2016 budget, there was an allocation of $200.00 for membership in both the 
National Assoc of Preservation Commissions and the Preservation League of N.Y. Susan moved that money for any Commission member to attend the April 30th, 2016 conference be 
taken from the budget allocation for joining the two organizations. Seconded. by Michael.  
Stephen, aye; Susan, aye; Michael, aye.   Unanimous. 

2. The discussion of whether or not to approve the purchase of a tape recorder to tape meetings 
for the secretary’s use occurred.   Amy was asked to investigate prices. 

3. Annual Report for Oct 1, 2014-Sept 30 2015 for the State Historic Preservation Office.  There 
was a discussion and a viewing of the document on Michael’s laptop and projector.  It was 
noted that this has been at least 95% completed by joint effort with Michael in the driver's seat.  
It is on an Excel spreadsheet that has room for answers to specific questions. Bill said it does 
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not need to be approved by the Town Board   Susan moved that the HPC accept and approve 
the report, seconded by Michael.  Stephen, aye; Susan, aye; Michael, aye.   Unanimous. 

4. Certified Local Government grant application to update the 2005 Historic Resources survey. 
At this point there was a discussion with Neil Larson about the particulars of the grant 
application which had been written by Susan. Susan will amend the grant application to reflect 
the discussion. By general consensus the Commission approved the grant application.  
 

5. Certified Local Government grant application.  A new CLG grant proposal written by Susan 
for a meeting of HPC’s in the Hudson Valley was discussed. It was noted that the inspiration 
came from a meeting that Michael and Susan attended with Hurley’s HPC. Susan had sent a 
suggestion to Julian Adams (SHPO) and that developed into SHPO’s recommendation to apply 
for a CLG grant to fund this meeting. By general consensus the Commission approved the grant 
application. 

Susan will attend the pre-board meeting of the Town Board on Wednesday, Feb. 17th to answer 
any questions about the two grants. It is hoped that the Town will approve the two grant 
applications at that meeting.    

The agenda completed the Commission adjourned at 6:54 p.m.  

 

Amy McClure, Secretary 

Attachment on page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 3 of 3  Minutes Feb 15, 2016 
 
 

 

 


